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Robert Edwin Peary, Sr. (1856 â€“ 1920) was an American explorer who claimed to have reached

the geographic North Pole with his expedition on April 6, 1909. Peary's claim was widely credited for

most of the 20th century, rather than the competing claim by Frederick Cook, who said he got there

a year earlier. Both claims were widely debated in newspapers until 1913.Peary made his first

expedition to the Arctic in 1886, intending to cross Greenland by dog sled, taking the first of his own

suggested paths. He was given six months' leave from the Navy, and he received $500 from his

mother to book passage north and buy supplies. He sailed on a whaler to Greenland, arriving in

Godhavn on June 6, 1886. Peary wanted to make a solo trek but a young Danish official named

Christian Maigaard convinced him he would die if he went out alone. Maigaard and Peary set off

together and traveled nearly 100 miles due east before turning back because they were short on

food. This was the second-farthest penetration of Greenland's ice sheet at that date. Peary returned

home knowing more of what was required for long-distance ice trekking.Originally published in

1893; may contain an occasional imperfection.
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